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DISABILITY SECTOR MEDIA AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Disability Services) [12.18 pm]:  I am pleased to report that last 
night the annual Disability Sector Media Awards were held, hosted by People With Disabilities (WA).  Six 
awards were made to media professionals who have contributed significantly to portraying a positive image of 
people with disabilities in our community.  I have spoken previously in this house about the impressive schools’ 
curriculum support package called “Count Us In!”.  Therefore, it was very pleasing that the DVD component of 
this package produced by Elephant Productions was a worthy recipient of one of the awards last night.  Other 
media awards recipients were -  

Spice Magazine and journalist Ros Harman for an article titled “Universal Kitchen” - a light-hearted 
approach to the challenges facing people with disabilities in the kitchen;  

Peta Rule and Norman Aisbett - both journalists with The West Australian - received awards for their 
articles on meningococcal septicaemia and the Disabled Surfers Association of Western Australia; and, 
finally, 

author Debbi Spencer was recognised for her personal and inspirational book called Why Can’t Charlie 
Talk? about her experiences in bringing up a son with autism. 

The Carpenter government is a great supporter of these awards and congratulates all the winners for their 
contribution to the positive portrayal of people with disabilities in the media.  I acknowledge that the member for 
Roe also attended the presentation last night as the opposition spokesperson on disabilities.   
The presentation also served as a celebration of two important anniversaries.  The year 2006 marks the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the first United Nations’ International Year of Disabled Persons.  The International Year of 
Disabled Persons aims to increase public awareness and acceptance of people with disabilities.  It was the 
momentum around this event back in 1981, with its theme of “full participation and equality”, that mobilised a 
group of Western Australian activists to form an organisation called Disabled Advocates and Self Help.  Twenty-
five years later, this group is now known as People with Disabilities (WA), and it is continuing to be a powerful 
voice for people with disabilities and their families.  I congratulate People With Disabilities for the great work it 
is doing in this often tough area.  One major lesson of the International Year of Disabled Persons is that building 
positive community attitudes towards people with disabilities is fundamental to achieving the goal of full 
participation and equality.  The role of the media in portraying positive and realistic images of disability issues is 
crucial in this process of shaping public attitudes.  On behalf of the Carpenter government, I encourage all media 
professionals to follow the excellent example set by the winners of this year’s People With Disabilities Media 
Awards in their efforts to ensure Western Australia continues its journey of becoming a more accessible and 
inclusive society. 
I table one of the productions from last night’s award ceremony, Why Can’t Charlie Talk?, by Debbi Spencer. 
[See paper 1949.] 
 


